
Chlorine is by far the most commonly used drinking water disinfectant in all regions 
of the world. Today, about 98 percent of U.S. water treatment systems use some 
type of chlorine disinfection process to help provide safe drinking water. By a huge 
margin, sodium hypochlorite is the disinfectant used by the vast majority of small 
(<10,000 population) water systems. Hypochlorite is also the most hazardous chemi-
cal used by most of these water systems. If improperly handled, sodium hypochlorite 
can create a hazardous and potentially fatal environment.

This learning event will give operators of small water systems the knowledge, skills 
and resources necessary to safely handle and reliably feed sodium hypochlorite. This 
training will be presented in two 2-hour sessions. 

Session 1 • 10:00 am–12:00 pm will cover the safe handling of sodium hypochlo-
rite. This session will include: the physical and chemical properties of sodium hypo-
chlorite, safe handling of sodium hypochlorite, understanding hypochlorite decay 
and its effect on treatment, and how to read and use the sodium hypochlorite SDS. 

Session 2 • 1:00 pm–3:00 pm will cover sodium hypochlorite treatment. This ses-
sion will include: origins of germ theory and history of chemical disinfection, basic 
mechanisms of chemical disinfection and effectiveness of different disinfectants on 
different microbial organisms, and measurement of chemical disinfection effective-
ness using the CT concept. 

0.4 Utah Division of Drinking Water Continuing Education Units awarded for attending 
both sessions.

When: October 20, 2021 • 10:00 am–3:00 pm 

Registeration: https://www.events.rcac.org/assnfe/ev.asp?ID=2716

This workshop is presented by Rural Community Assistance Corporation and funded as part of the EPA/RCAP 
Training/Technical Assistance for Small Public Water Systems to Achieve and Maintain Compliance.

Once More into the Bleach    
Safety, Handling and Application of Sodium Hypochlorite

October 20, 2021 • 10:00 am–3:00 pm

Questions? 

For registration questions, contact: 
registration@rcac.org • (916) 447-9832 ext. 1429

For more information regarding workshop content, contact:  
Matthew Kennedy • mkennedy@rcac.org • (385) 335-0369


